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In a few years, the baby boom 

generation will start transforming 

itself into a retirement swell, raising 

the share of retired people noticeably 

during the following fifteen years. 

With good quality health care 

contributing to longer lives, this 

generation can count on a couple of 

decades of happy retirement from 

market-based activities. Since 

pensions and health care are 

provided by the public purse on a 

pay-as-you go basis, demands on the 

resources of the social security system 

will rise considerably. Is Belgium 

prepared for the associated sharp 

increase in budgetary outlays?  
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